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; TRAINS
- INBOUND 032 034 036 038
READ DOWN AM. - AM. AM. AM.
Dep: Plymouth
Dep: Kingston 5:45 6:25 7:05 7:45
Halifix ~~ 5:55 6:35 7:15 7:55
Hanson 6:02 6:42 7:22 8:02
Whitman 6:08 6:48 7:28 8:08
Abington .6:12.:6:52 .7:32. :-8:12
South. Weymouth :6:20 7:00 7:40 8:20
Braintree 6:29 7:09 “7:49 8:29
Quincy Center ;
** Arr: South Station 6:50 '7:30 8:10 8:50
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Duxbury Clipper, chncsday,'Octobcr 1,1
Preserving the Past
and Ensuring The
Future:The Old Colony
Restoration Project

What Happened to Old Colony?

When the Old Colony Railroad made its first run,
Abraham Lincoln was still studying law-books by
candlelight in his Illinois log cabin and America was on
the brink of war with Mexico. Legendary statesmen
John Quincy Adams and Daniel Webster were on board
for that first trip which began in Boston and finished in
Plymouth. Ironically, today in 1997, over 150-years
later, we will be again celebrating the “first run’ of Old
Colony.

Acquiring its name from the appellation used by the
Pilgrims to describe the Southeastern corner of
Massachusetts, Old Colony was one of the original
railroad lines in the United States. From 1845 through
1959, Old Colony provide dedicated service to and from
the South Shore and Boston.

First balked at by some residents and politicians, the
Old Colony Railroad became a major cog in the
economic, social and cultural development of the South
Shore region. In fact, the modest population of Quincy
in 1845, which was about 2,000 grew astronomically to

over 70,000 by 1930-a feat that was no doubt aided by

the existence of Old Colony.

When Old Colony was phased out in 1959, the new
Southeast Expressway was introduced. People
abandoned the antiquated railroad in favor of the modern
artery. The automobile became the mode of choice for
most South Shore residents while the archaic rails of
Old Colony slipped into the past.

Now, after almost 4 decades of increased congestion
and population growth, it is the Southeast Expressway
that is antiquated. The beleaguered roadway is coming
down and the rejuvenated rails are back in action. Even
before the construction began, the Central Artery had
become a slow-moving quagmire of cars, cabs, and
trucks. Once construction got underway, the sitvation
only got worse. Ironically, it is the new Old Colony
Railroad to the rescue.

Importance to the Past, Present, and Future

Having carried businessmen, dignitaries, whalers,
vacationers. travelers. and <oldiers from A ware
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increase.
Plugging the South Shore Back into Boston:
The Restoration .

The restoration process started rolling in 1984 when
the Massachusetts State Legislature, in an effort to ease
roadway congestion, directed the MBTA to conduct a
feasibility study for the re-opening of the once
abandoned Old Colony Railroad. The results showed
that bringing Old Colony back would help combat
some of the congested expressway. problems. The final
approval was issued by the Secretary of Environmental
Affairs in May, 1992 and construction was soon

underway.

Designing and installing a rallroad system is no
small affair. Its construction represents the successful
culmination of 27 contracts with 12 general contractors
and virtually hundreds of subcontractors, vendors, and
material suppliers. With over 62 miles of rehabilitated
track, 27 rehabilitated and reconstructed bridges, one
newly constructed bridge over the Neponset River, and
onc tunnel underpass in Kingston, the effort to
revitalize Old Colony was a massive undertaking that
required significant cooperation from government
officials, legislature, MBTA ofﬁcnls contractors, and
South Shore residents.

When it begins its full-service schedule, Old Colony
will serve over 30 South Shore communities spanning
approximately 450 square miles and reaching about
600,000 people. It will carry an estimated 15,000
passengers daily, thus removing at least 10,000 cars
from the roadways. This alleviation will allow for some
much-needed breathing room for the Central Artery
Project. Once the Central Artery Project is [inished it
will work in balance with Old Colony to create an all-
inclusive transportation network and give-the South
Shore more than one viable option for travel.

All along Old Colony's tracks, the abutting pro-
perties are looking bright and decorative as the proud
owners of the many homes and businesses are doing
their own revitalization in anticipation of ‘railroad
service. y

Getting to Know the Residents and
Roadways: Safety First

The main focus of the Old Colony project, from its
inception through its implementation, is to ensure the
salety of the passengers and people of the communities
Lhrough which the trains will run. The MBTA has prl"i
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- OUTBOUND --033.: 035 037 .- 039
'READ DOWN < PM. . P.M... PM.. .P.M..
.f;Dep ;South: Smuon 43 20' 5;00"--’5':40‘- 6:30'7

Quincy Center sl
Braintree 4:39 5:19 5:59 6:49
South Weymouth 4:47 5:27 6:07 6:57
Abington 4:54 5:34 6:14 7:04 ¢
Whitman 4:58 5:38 6:18 7:08 '
Hanson 5:04  5:44 6:24 7:14
 ‘Halifax 5:11 5:51- 6:31 7:21
. Arr: Kingston 5:25 6:05 6:45 7:35

- Arr: Plymouth
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including the nation’s first Civil War voluntecrs,
between. the South Shore and Boston, the rails and
pathways of Old,Colony are as much a part of history
as the walls that surround the State House or the
pantheon of local politicians from Ben Franklin to John
F. Kennedy.

While the MTA knew that the restoration of Old
Colony would preserve the railroad’s place in history,
that was 2nd only to how its restoration would sccure
its place in the future. Enhancing the quality of life, its
presence will spawn business growth, provide an
essential link between extant businesses along the
corridors, and bring the South Shore back within the
Boston scope. Also its impact on the environment will
be noticeable as the adjoining roadways—which ar .
. unpreparedly and implausibly congested with thox
of South Shore commuters—will clear and restore |
rural elements that had been accosted by the heavy
traffic.

The return of the Old Colony is a tremendous plus
for an already booming South Shore community. Its
presence has created over one thousand new jobs during
construction as well as ensured several hundred long-
term operating and maintenance jobs when the railroad
begins. Area real estate offices arc report i
significant rise in property values and residencies. Cnce
Old Colony is up and running these rates will only

LUUHILIESS  HTUULS UL LCsLINE LOULl. We Ldins dina uic
system.

The MBTA's Safety Deparlmcm has played a
significant role in the Old Colony Project in conjunc-
tion with Operation Lifesaver, an aggressive outreach

program in which almost 47,000 persons have
participated.

The MBTA Old Colony Communications Office in
Braintree is open 5 days a weck, either by phone or
walk-in, and they are always willing to listen. The
MBTA realizes that success of Old Colony can only
come from its customers and so the people at the
MBTA have taken some unprecedented steps in
communication.’

Laying Down the Final Piecces

Once complete, the Old Colony line on ‘the South
Shore will represent the last quadrant of Greater Boston
lo receive commuter rail service. The fastest growing
region in Massachusetts is growing even faster thanks
to Old Colony. It is no coincidence that the renewed
interest in South Shore comes alongside Old Colony’s
return (o ridership. :

With its historical relevance intact, Old Colony
Railroad is ready to impact the lives of thousands in the
South Shore and to embark into a new era, the 21st-
Century. Indeed, there is a certain historical fitness in
that one of America’s oldem railroads h'\S now become
one of its newest.
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Monday through Thursday
S17.95
Our New Pub Menu is
now heing served in
our Dining Room

Dinner for ‘Two.........

Monday through Thursday
Choose from our

DOUBLE PILAY
in Qur Lounge
" Friday & Saturday
HUNKY DORY

Sunday Evening
KARAOKE

Bartender's Sirloin
Jlot Oven Grinders

Em'l_i' Bird Specials

Beel & Shrimp Kebabs
and more ... priced from
$3.95 to $6.95

+ pm

-6 pm Mon - Thurs
with Fnurees starting
at S3.93

OPEN EVERYDAY FOR
LUNCH & DINNER

FUNCTIONS
Sfrom 110 100...Call Us!

Water Shuttle Available (Your Own)
VISIT US BY BOAT
Call Green Harbor Marina
on VHT Ch. 65

Rte. 3A
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Always the
BEST.. |
Variety- Ouahtyf
Prices 7

Zxpert installations
- Shop at Home
*We Clean
Area Rugs

46 Commercial St.
Rte. 53
Weymouth Landing
(617) 331-3953
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